of Edinburgh.
In the course of some inquiries in which I have lately been engaged,1 into the rate of death of infants under one year in England and AY ales, it occurred to me as being a desirable thing to obtain from the records of private practice some data bearing upon this subject. I accordingly applied to two or three friends in the medical profession, engaged in general practice, on whose faithfulness in recording facts, and willingness to communicate them, I thought I could rely with confidence. The data so obtained are not, of course, strictly comparable with those furnished by the Registrar-General, and used by me in the researches above referred to. But they are of importance, as the nucleus of an inquiry which might probably be greatly extended with advantage to the public, and which almost every practitioner largely occupied in midwifery practice might follow out within his own sphere of observation. I therefore think it right to place on record the more important of the facts furnished to me with so much care and goodwill, in the hope that, although insufficient as a foundation for general conclusions, they may hereafter be amplified and generalized so as to afford a large amount of valuable instruction. The question which I put to the friends who so kindly undertook to assist me was this : Of the infants born alive under your immediate observation, what proportion die during the first year of life ? I requested that this question might be answered, if possible, in some detail, and with reference to certain particulars pointed out as being probably attainable. I also requested that the induction might be founded upon not less than 200 cases, and that these might be taken strictly as they occurred, i.e., entirely without selection; and that the doubtful cases might be stated as doubtful, rather than simply excluded from the inquiry. In this way, having regard to the usual large per-centage of the mortality at this period of life, I hoped to obtain results tolerably free from accidental sources of fallacy, and, at all events, to a certain extent illustrative of the broad average of infant mortality in general practice. The 
